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(Formerly "Abstract of Sanitary Reports.") 

Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance with act 
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UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service. ] 
Beports on the smallpox outbreak at Key West, Fla. 

Key West, Fla., June SO, 1896. 

Sib : * * * In regard to the appearance of smallpox at this place, 
I am unable at the present time to trace the source of the disease. Care- 
ful inquiry just now fails to connect the cases with Habana or Cuba, 
either in individuals themselves or through baggage of passengers. The 
cases as far as found have been amongst the colored Bahama population, 
and with the exception of an infant male, the female sex have been the 
sufferers. 

There has been quite a number of cases of varicella among white 
children during the past months, amounting to almost a mild epidemic. 
I saw a case two months ago in a mulatto boy quite plainly recognizable. 
Dr. Sweeting and Dr. Guiteras, I am informed, have both seen cases of 
this eruptive disease in both black and white, but to last Wednesday, 
24th instant, they assure me that they had seen nothing that they could 
diagnosticate as variola. * * * 

The cases that I have discovered are located in different sections of 
the city, and with but one exception in the colored quarter of the town, 
and are all of the negro element of population. An interesting feature 
of this outbreak is that all of the cases when discovered could be desig- 
nated as "old ones ;" that is to say, with the stage of vesiculation and 
pustulation well developed, and ranging from the 9th day of the disease, 
calculating from the period of initial fever to the 30th day, when des- 
quamation was nearly completed. Again, these cases are located in a 
dense center of negro population, with houses closely packed together, 
with no restrictions on communication, and an environment inviting a 
rapid spread, yet I have only discovered 6 cases, with detective force 
employed to aid me. That the case which died on the 26th and the 
woman now sick on Thomas street have unmistakable variola I think 
there can be no doubt, at least there was no disagreement between 
Dr. Guiteras, Dr. Sweeting, and myself on the subject ; neither is there 
any doubt in my mind now about the other cases, although at first visit 
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the case of the infant boy admitted of some dispute (the case being mild, 
with no temperature) until his sister was seen, which cleared up all 
doubt. Upon discovering the cases, isolation, with guards over the 
premises, was immediately enforced, and the matter promptly reported 
to the municipal authorities, requesting action in removing the cases 
and segregating the exposed. In the absence of a pesthouse on the 
island, or tents to use in this way, this isolation had to be enforced at 
the homes of the sick. An effort was made by me to procure tents from 
the United States barracks at this place, which, at first granted, was 
the. next day refused by the War Department. It was intended to use 
the two hospital and two wall tents, for which request had been 
made of the military, for a nucleus for a camp until added to and enlarged 
when those loaned by you should arrive. The municipal government 
of Key West was immediately apprised of the gravity of the situa- 
tion, and appealed to for both moral and physical cooperation with the 
State health authority in measures to prevent a spread of smallpox, 
and especially asked to pass and enforce an ordinance of compulsory 
vaccination. The ordinance was passed on its first reading this mora- 
ine. ^ ^H ^ 

I have placed a surveillance over travel from Key West to the extent 
that passengers must exhibit either satisfactory evidence of vaccination 
or be vaccinated before taking passage on any of the steamers or sail 
vessels, and the baggage of second-class passengers or those not exempted 
on the face of the certificate will be left at the Tampa Bay Quarantine 
Station for sterilization. This requirement is being observed by the 
agents of the steam and sail lines. 

The weather is hot and dry and it is hoped may prove a potent factor 
in aiding the suppression and prevention of a spread of the disease. 

I shall inform you from time to time of the progress of events in these 
<jases. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, Joseph Y. Porter, 

State Health Officer, Florida. 

Note. — In response to a request from the State health officer of Flor- 
ida for tents in which to isolate the suspects, and for the detail of an 
officer of this Service to assist him, 25 tents have been shipped and 
Passed Assistant Surgeon J. H. White, U. S. M. H. S., has been ordered 
to Key West to assume charge of the isolation camp and to cooperate 
with the State authorities in the suppression of the outbreak. 

Key West, Fla., July 8, 1896. 

Sir : Confirming my telegram of to-day, I have the honor to state 
that the interstate quarantine regulations are being complied with by 
the local health authorities in this city, with exception of article 3, 
latter part of section 5, which directs that the bodies of the deceased 
shall not be transported except in hermetically sealed coffins. There 
has been, so far, but 1 fatal case. The body was wrapped in sheets 
soaked in bichloride of mercury solution, placed in a tarred coffin and 
interred in the cemetery by employees of the board of health. 

I further beg to report that no new focus of the disease has been dis- 
covered since the appearance of the first 3 cases. 

I inclose herewith copy of an ordinance passed to-day by the board 
of commissioners of the municipality of the city of Key West, relative 
to compulsory vaccination. 

Very respectfully, G. M. Guiteras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



